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Publication Proposal for Authors and Editors

We are always keen to work with new authors and to discuss publishing projects with you. If you have a book idea or manuscript that you think may be suitable for Earthscan, then please complete the proposal below providing as much detail as possible. This will help our editors, reviewers and marketing and sales people to decide whether we are the right publisher for it and whether it is commercially viable.
A. EDITORIAL 
1. Provisional title.
2. Names of authors/editors/contributors.

3. Contact details (including tel., fax and email).

4. Qualifications and career(s) to date (attach current CV if available).

5. List of previous publications.

6. Please describe the contribution made by your book.
7. Describe why the book is needed, i.e. what gap it addresses in the literature and market, and how it addresses this need. 

8. Please provide at least 3 unique selling points for your book:
9. Please write a 250-word synopsis of your book, thinking of this as a draft book blurb.

10. Please submit a draft table of contents. 
11. Please submit chapter summaries separate from the table of contents. For an edited, multiauthor work, please provide the names and places of work of contributors against each chapter, and indicate whether they have been approached or not and, if so, agreed to contribute.
12. Please submit sample chapters (if available) and/or the introduction (the more material you can send, the better). 
13. Has any or all of the work been published before, such as in a journal, report or conference proceeding? If so, please give details.
14. Would you classify the book primarily as a textbook, monograph, edited collection, reference work (ie a dictionary or directory), report, handbook, manual or field guide or other?   (please choose one)
If primarily a textbook, for what courses (if any) will the book be (a) a main textbook, (b) a supplementary textbook, or (c) a library reference?

15. List competing titles already available and how they relate to your book, and explain how your book will be different in theoretical approach, method, structure and content. 
16. Does the book have a specific geographic focus?

17.How quickly is this field advancing and for how long do you envisage the content being valid?

18. Have any professional colleagues seen this work, and can you share their comments with us?
19. Please supply the names, positions and contact details for three people with the expertise to read and comment on your proposal.  
20. Have you submitted the book to any other publishers? If so, please list. 

B. PRODUCTION

1. Please provide an approximate total word count (including all notes, references, annexes etc.)
2. Describe the number and types of illustrations (e.g. photographs, line drawings/figures, maps/floor plans, tables, graphs, flow charts) and mathematical formulae.  
3. Is it essential for any illustrations to be presented in colour? If so, please explain why.
4. Provide a time schedule for completion and submission of the final manuscript and details of any deadlines we should be aware of, e.g. an impending conference, meeting or book launch.  
5. Does your book have any special design/printing specifications (size, binding, inclusion of a CD-ROM etc)? If so, please describe.

6. In what form will you be able to supply the final manuscript?
C. READERS AND MARKETING 
As the author/editor, you have valuable insight into the readership and markets for your book. Please provide as much qualitative and quantitative detail as possible about the prospective primary markets for your book.

1. Professional 

Describe, in order of priority, the professional/commercial sectors the book will appeal to, e.g. park/natural resource management, law, mining, engineering, town planning, architecture, forestry etc.  

2. Academic

In what discipline(s) and at what level (undergraduate, post-graduate, scholarly) would the book be compulsory or recommended/supplementary reading? 

3. Other

List any other potential readers for the book.

4. How you can help promote and market the book?
D. INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT
1. Who is the copyright holder of the material?

2. Has the writing/work been supported by any outside or institutional body? If so, please describe the body and its role in the project. 

3. Is there any institutional support, or other prospects, available for discounted bulk purchases of the book? 

E. OTHER
Please include any further relevant information.
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Attn: Commissioning Editor’s name
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