
	  

‘Innovation by, with and for farmers in Africa is one of the major contemporary 
challenges of development. This book will be essential reading for anyone interested 
in these issues.’ 
Professor Ian Scoones, Institute of Development Studies at the University of Sussex, UK

Agricultural research, extension and education can contribute greatly to enhancing 
agricultural production in a sustainable way and to reducing poverty in the developing 
world, but achievements have generally fallen short of expectations in Africa. In recent 
years, growing economic and demographic pressures - coupled with the entry of new 
market forces and actors - have created a need and an opportunity for more interactive 
approaches to development. Understanding the existing innovation processes, recognising 
the potentials for catalysing them and learning how to support joint innovation by different 
groups will be the key to success.

This book covers new conceptual and methodological developments in agricultural 
innovation systems, and showcases recent on-the-ground experiences in different contexts 
in Africa. The contributions show how innovation is the outcome of social learning through 
interaction of individuals and organisations in both creating and applying knowledge. It 
brings examples of how space and incentives have been created to promote collaboration 
between farmers, research, extension and the private sector to develop better technologies 
and institutional arrangements that can alleviate poverty. In 25 broad-ranging chapters the 
book reflects cutting-edge thinking and practice in catalysing and supporting innovation 
processes in agriculture and management of natural resources.

Pascal Sanginga is at the International Development Research Centre (IDRC), based in 
Nairobi, Kenya, and was previously with the International Center for Tropical Agriculture 
(CIAT); Ann Waters-Bayer is in the EcoCulture Unit of the ETC Foundation in the Netherlands 
and is on the International Support Team for PROLINNOVA; Susan Kaaria is at the Ford 
Foundation in Nairobi, Kenya and was previously with CIAT in Uganda; Jemimah Njuki is 
with CIAT, based in Harare, Zimbabwe; Chesha Wettasinha is in the EcoCulture Unit of the 
ETC Foundation and is on the International Support Team for PROLINNOVA. 
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‘There is an increasing interest in this topic, especially as the author links the debate on the peasantry with Empire and Globalization. He has 
an excellent reputation in the field and is highly qualified to write this book, which draws on his extensive world-wide experience with the 
issues he discusses.’ Cristóbal Kay, Institute of Social Studies, The Hague, The Netherlands

This book explores the position, role and significance of the peasantry in an era of globalization, particularly of the agribusiness and 
food industries. It argues that the peasant condition is characterized by a struggle for autonomy that finds expression in the creation 
and development of a self-governed resource base and the associated forms of sustainable development. In this respect the peasant 
mode of farming fundamentally differs from entrepreneurial and corporate ways of farming. The originality of the book resides in it 
placing peasants (who number more than 1 billion worldwide) centre-stage once again.

This landmark book encompasses a comprehensive quantitative analysis and assessment of the extent of potential economic impacts 
of future climate change, and value of adaptation measures in Africa for different zones, regions, countries and farm types. 

Researchers developed and applied multipliable analytical methods and procedures to assess quantitatively how climate affects 
current agricultural systems in Africa, predict how these systems may be affected in the future by climate change under various 
global warming scenarios, and suggest what role adaptation could play. The study is the first to combine both country level and cross-
country, spatially referenced household survey and climatic data for conducting this type of analysis.

This book provides vital knowledge about the impacts of climate change on Africa and serves as a guide to policy intervention 
strategies and investment in adaptation measures. It also makes a major contribution to knowledge about methods and approaches 
to analysing climate change impacts and developing adaptation strategies, especially in the highly vulnerable farming communities 
in the developing world.
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By Paul Steele, Neil Fernando and Maneka Weddikkara
‘This book provides an excellent framework to analyse the experience of a wide variety of successful initiatives across the world and draws 
attention to critical issues that practitioners need to think about when designing poverty reduction interventions and scaling up.’
Bill Tod, Regional MDG Adviser, SNV Asia
Why do some local poverty reduction initiatives work while others fail? And why can some be replicated and scaled up to the national or wider 
level to achieve a massive impact and help millions escape the ‘poverty trap’?  This book looks at twenty of the most innovative case studies of 
poverty reduction and Millennium Development Goal (MDG) localization from 15 countries - Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Egypt, India, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Mexico, Nepal, Paraguay, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam - covering diverse issues ranging from housing and tourism 
to socio-economic empowerment of women, health insurance and markets for livestock produce.
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By Ellen B. McCullough, Prabhu L. Pingali and Kostas G. Stamoulis

                                                                                                                                                                  
The driving forces of income growth, demographic shifts, globalization and technical change have led to a reorganization of food systems from farm 
to plate. The characteristics of supply chains - particularly the role of supermarkets - linking farmers have changed, from consumption and retail to 
wholesale, processing, procurement and production. This has had a dramatic effect on smallholder farmers, particularly in developing countries. 
This book presents a comprehensive framework for assessing the impacts of changing agri-food systems on smallholder farmers, recognizing the 
importance of heterogeneity between developing countries as well as within them. The book includes a number of case studies from Asia, Africa, 
Latin America and Eastern Europe, which are used to illustrate differences in food systems’ characteristics and trends. The country case studies explore 
impacts on the small farm sector across different countries, local contexts, and farm types.
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