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Is more economic growth the solution? Will it deliver prosperity and 
well-being for a global population projected to reach nine billion?
In this explosive book, Tim Jackson – a top sustainability adviser to the 
UK government – makes a compelling case against continued economic 
growth in developed nations. 

No one denies that development is essential for poorer nations. But in 
the advanced economies there is mounting evidence that ever- 
increasing consumption adds little to human happiness and may even 
impede it.  More urgently, it is now clear that the ecosystems that sustain 
our economies are collapsing under the impacts of rising consumption. 
Unless we can radically lower the environmental impact of economic 
activity – and there is no evidence to suggest that we can – we will have 
to devise a path to prosperity that does not rely on continued growth.

Economic heresy? Or an opportunity to improve the sources of well-
being, creativity and lasting prosperity that lie outside the realm of the 
market? Tim Jackson provides a credible vision of how human society 
can flourish – within the ecological limits of a finite planet. Fulfilling this 
vision is simply the most urgent task of our times.

TIM JACKSON is Economics Commissioner on the 
UK Sustainable Development Commission. He is also 
Professor of Sustainable Development at the University 
of Surrey and Director of the ESRC Research Group 
on Lifestyles, Values and Environment (RESOLVE).  In 
addition to his scientific work, Tim is an award-winning 
dramatist with numerous BBC radio writing credits to 
his name.
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‘One of the best books of the year. 
A challenge to mainstream economic thinking 

that is both accessible and robustly argued.’
The Financial Times

‘A new economic movement is emerging, and
this superbly written book should be the first

stop for anyone wanting a manifesto.’
The Guardian

‘Bold and provocative…’  The New York Times

‘In the teeth of the economic crisis, Jackson has written the most 
important book that could possibly be written now.’ James Gustave 
Speth, Yale University

‘Prosperity without Growth’s hugely encouraging and thrilling theme 
is that humanity can prosper without growth. In fact there is no 
other way left to us.‘ Robert Goodland, winner of IUCN’s Coolidge 
Medal of Honor 2008 

‘Tim Jackson simply resets the agenda for Western society.’ Bernie 
Bulkin, former Chief Scientist of BP

‘This might well become as important for sustainable development 
as the Brundtland Report.’  Paul-Marie Boulanger, Institut pour un 
Développement Durable

‘The best account of the financial crises and the state of society I 
have read in a long time… The beauty is that the change that is 
needed will make us happier. ‘ Clare Short, MP

Prosperity Without Growth is a substantially revised and 
updated version of Jackson’s widely acclaimed and 
controversial report for the Sustainable Development 
Commission, an advisory body to the UK Government.
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The New Economics
A Bigger Picture
David Boyle and Andrew 
Simms
Hb • £16.99 £13.59 • 
9781844076758 
192 pages • September 2008 

Economics sometimes seems 
to be stacked against social, environmental 
and individual well-being. But it doesn’t have 
to be like this.  A new approach to economics - 
deriving as much from Ruskin and Schumacher 
as from Keynes or Smith - has begun to emerge. 
Skeptical about money as a measure of success, 
this new economics turns our assumptions about 
wealth and poverty upside down.  It shows us 
that real wealth can be measured by increased 
well-being and environmental sustainability 
rather than just having and consuming more 
things.

The Earthscan Reader 
on Sustainable 
Consumption
Edited by Tim Jackson, 
University of Surrey, UK
Pb • £24.95 £19.96 • 
9781844071647
416 pages • 2006

Sustainable consumption is 
a controversial concept: politically, socially and 
intellectually. This book provides a coherent 
synthesis of key contributions to the literature 
on consumption and sustainability, comprising 
a substantive collection of selected papers 
and extracts. Presented with a comprehensive 
introductory overview, the Reader also offers 
an invaluable ‘route map’ through the complex 
intellectual terrain relevant to the pursuit of 
sustainable consumption.

State of the World 
2010 Transforming 
Cultures from 
Consumerism to 
Sustainability 
Worldwatch Institute
Pb £14.99 £11.99 •9781849710541
288 pages • January 2010

It will take a sustained effort to redirect the 
institutions – e.g. schools, the media, businesses 
and governments – that shape consumer 
cultures towards sustainability. A shift that makes 
living sustainably as ‘natural’ as a consumer 
lifestyle is today will not only address climate 
change, it could tackle symptoms like income 
inequity, obesity and social isolation that are not 
typically seen as environmental problems. State 
of the World 2010 paints a picture of what this 
sustainability culture could look like, and how we 
can – and already are – making the shift. 
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